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Underground Test Facility Technique for Shallow Heavy Oil Reservoirs
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Chang Jinrong’ Wu Xiaoping®

Abstract; The Underground Test Facility (UTF), a new technique for producing heavy oil reservoirs,
used the theory of SAGD. It used the tunnel under the sandstone to drill horizontal wells in the sandstone
to recovery oil thermally. It has very good application prospects for the shallow and heavy oil reservoirs
and improving the oil recovery which could be up to more than 50%. The paper describes the application of
UTF in overseas oilfields with emphasizing on the UTF application by Alberta Qil Sands Technology &
Research Authority (AOSTRA) and the SAGD technique. This paper introduces the tunnel drilling which
is different with the traditional heavy oil reservoir and provides the technique guidelines for the develop-
ment of heavy oil reservoirs.
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