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Discussion of Two Controversial Issues on Well Control

Zhang Guilin

(Petroleum Engineering Department , Sinopec Shengli Petroleum Administration , Dongying, Shan-
dong ,257001,China)

Abstract: BOP handle position and the BOP configuration have not yet been clearly defined in petrole-
um industry, while all these involve the BOP design and field application which impacts the well control
significantly. The BOP control mechanism was analyzed according to current well control status based on
reviewed references. This paper pointed out some potential problems for well control caused by improper
BOP handle positions,and suggested that the best handle position in drilling is middle. The different func-
tions of BOP configuration were analyzed,and the problems existing in BOP configuration and installation
order were pointed out. The BOP configuration and installation order was provided for different pressure
levels. It is necessary to revise the existing standards related to the BOP handle position and BOP configu-
ration and recommendations were provided.
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Table 1 Comparison of advantages and disadvantages for different position of BOP operating handle
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Fig.2 21 MPa and 35 MPa BOP configuration order
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Fig.3 70 MPa and 105 MPa BOP configuration order
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Fig. 4 Enhanced 70, 105 MPa BOP configuration order
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