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Caspian Sea Well Control Technique for Active Shallow Gas Drilling

Liu Renyuan Wang Hua Wei Daiyan

(Sinopec International Petroleum Exploration and Production Corporation ,Beijing,100083,China)

Abstract: Blowout in shallow gas well drilling is a difficult problem,for it can easily lead to serious ac-
cidents if measures are not taken properly. There exists active shallow gas at depth of 300~500 m in creta-
ceous formation in Block W,and FIOC left Kazakhstan due to blowout of well WS-3, which resulted in der-
rick burning. SIPC has successfully drilled more than 30 wells in this block after taking over FIOC in 2004.
A set of method of shallow gas well blowout prevention and management in Kazakhstan Ming Taike Oil-
field was developed and valuable experiences were accumulated. Well blowout occurred in Well W-4 and
Well W-18,a set of technical measures was used successfully so that serious consequences were not oc-
curred. Using the well blowout in Block W of FIOC as an example, the reason for blowout was analyzed, the
techniques to control and eliminate well blowout were developed. Valuable experiences for safety drilling
were accumulated and references for other area of shallow gas drilling were provided.
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